SENATE AGRICULTURE

EXHIBIT NO
DATE

BiLL NO

For the Sake of the Horse, Horse
People, & Animal Agriculture

Montana Legislation for
Common Sense & Compassion §

What happens when an entite sector of
animal agriculture is rendered worthless.

What happens to...

4 Markets

2 Transportation

« Value

1 Animal Welfare

2 Disposal

2 Private Property Rights

. Costs to States & Taxpayers
4+ Waste of it All

How Big is the Problem?

10 million horses in the US
Over 9 million in private sector
At least 33,000 on BLM
31,000 in holding pens

» 1%-2% of private horses used to be processed
= Most un-useable horses are worthless
« Zero market for brood mares, weanlings, yearlings

US Plants Closed Sept 2007...
Before 2007

Past 15 years — 1 to 2 % sent for processing in U.S. - +/- 100,000
. 10—20,000 sent to Canada
2 6,000 — 12,000 to Mexico

U.S. plants closed as of Sept 2007
« Mexico accepted over 45, 000 US horses
4 Canada accepted over 30,000

in 2008
As of August 14
a 32,443 head to Mexico,
2007 by this date, 22, 632*

*USDA Market News US to Mexico Weekly Livestock Export Summary
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Neglected Horses taken in by USU

3.3 ke

August 08 Recovery Comments

Huge increase in number of
people not wanting to keep their
horses

Some rescues have gotten hate
mail if they express their opinion
on horse processing

Donation upon taking a horse in

3 — 4 calls a day now compared to
3 — 4 a month previously

Recovery comments cont’.

Not only receiving local calls - Many have not been handled as

but now from other states should have been

Better quality, ie registered - More calls on neglect or abuse

horses cases

Not getting the number of - For first time having to place

horses adopted out as in horses with other rescues,

the past financially strapped.

Horses in poorer condition - $500 for 15t three months then
$250 after that.

- $200 a month per head not
including farrier

Horse Auction Companies

Fall 07/Early 08

15 -20 auction

companies across the

country

4 Worried about the future

4+ Horses left at the auction
facility

.+ Low end horses have no
market

High quality horses still
have market
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2007 - $22 million for
holding costs nationally
2008 — 70% of BLM budget
will go towards maintaining
the horses

2009 - predict that 80% of
total budget will be needed
to cover these costs

2012 - to continue its
current removal and holding
practices, the BLM will need
$77 million

BIM Holding Sites
Short term facilities

1 Hold horses for adoption

4 Up to about 6 months but
if not adopted will hoid
them longer

BLM Long Term Holding

4 Long term facilities
locations
« Pasture setting

Horses may remain
for years

u Implications
Land use
Cost

Costs per horse

At BLM holding facilities- $6 per day per horse
At prison facilities- $3 per day per head
Long term facilities- $1.30 per day per head




Buiziveying
SauooeA AljIe-
abuejeyn Buejsnpy ~

ainjoid uonepuno-
abejueH Bueysniy

suondo noyum Bujjes

suondO) T

seljtoey Bulpjoy ul
$8S10y 8] aZiueyins 0}
Awoyine sy sey N1g
“Jeah Jo 1sai o} sioyeb
ps|eoued sey N1g yelin

HUOD NI

paidope GG 4o ino Q| -0 1snbny

‘pajdope usag aAeY pinom

%09 — 0§ AlreaidA} ‘g Jo Ino pejdope sesioy g1 -80 Ainr
AR ‘pesy 0G| ydope
pinom AjfedidA} ‘pesy

0G uey} ssaj 1no peidope
0peI0j0) pue ‘BUBUOHN
‘BUioAM -80 eunp

mo

pawiojioq aney suondopy

JIu0n) werdos g vondopy

wreisdord vondopy

suimal
05 yoeal Aew 8002
sjewiue
Ly %0eq %00} 002
Jeah sod swinial
Gl — 2} sieakisey
-yan
ised sy}
ul uey) suinial aiow Bupeg

000§ S Jequnu
1394Vl ‘1242 peidope
AjreuosieN 80 ‘og Aine
niy} 0 ‘1 18qol0 wold




History of Horse Processing

= Americans have eaten
horse meat throughout
our history

« America has provided
horse meat to other
countries for decades

The Nature of Horses

Horses are livestock

a Private property

4 Uses

Horses as pets

4 Alternatives needed ...

Import Market

U.S. Imports of Horse, Ass, and

Mule Meat

There is a market for horsemeat in the US 2003 uo”_,_o Tons
loliars

Since plant closures have had to import

horsemeat back in to the US 2004 Metric Tons

Dollars
Primarily for zoo meat, but also ethnic 2008 Metric Tons
markets desiring horsemeat Dollars

2006 Metric Tons
Dollars

2007 Metric Tons
Dollars

2008" Metric Tons
Dollars

*Jan-Sept 2008

207
$12,843

0
$0.00

0
$0.00

14
$17.174

3215
$501,824

515.7
$766,488

Export Market

Majority of world cultures appreciate horsemeat for nutrition,
taste, and valtue

+ Most of Europe, Asia, and French Canada

< China imports 204,000 metric tons

< Mexico 100,000 metric tons

-+ Brazil 100,000 metric tons

Frugal Icelanders Prepare For The Holidays

Moy Laition, December 11, 2008 - Iceland has been hit by the global
financial crisis in a big way. With unemployment surging and the currency
collapsing, less expensive traditional staples are coming back into fashion.

Frugal Icelanders are avoiding imported beers. They are alsa buying horse

meai, which is half the price of beef.
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